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If you have questions or comments, please feel free 

to contact:  Henry Van Gils- 798-7802   

Or  Tom Verbeke at Taverbeke@verizon.net 

Remember Team and Pilgrim  
Applications are always available on our 

website- Www.emmaussonshine.org 

And at the Gatherings. 

Please send newsletter info to: Tammy Van Gils  
via Email: RememberCalvary@comcast.net  

(please note Emmaus in Memo)  
or Fax 804-798-6015 or by phone 798-7802 

By the first of the month 

Calling All Reunion Groups!  

Calling All Reunion Groups!   
I am beginning the task of building a list of Reunion Groups, 

their meeting dates, times, places, etc.  At this point in 

time I only have one Reunion Group on my list, the one that 

I attend!  I would like to publish these in our newsletter 

each month so that everyone in SonShine can get connected 

to one.  Help me reach my goal of adding at least one Reun-

ion Group to each newsletter!  Call me at 730-3935 or drop 

me an e-mail at brenatkins@comcast.net to let me know 

YOUR Reunion Group information!  Thanks!   

  

Here’s the one I attend.  Join us when you can!  2nd and 4th 

Friday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  Home of Addie Lee Kelley, 

7294 Ford Avenue, Mechanicsville  Phone:  730-1257 

 

DeColores!   

Brenda Atkins  Reunion Groups 

A few Community needs… 

We need volunteers to help with Childcare at 

Gatherings. Could you help once or twice a year? 

We need some folks to help plan our 15th Anni-

versary Celebration in June. 

If you would be willing to help out, please call 

Henry Van Gils at 798-7802. 



Calendar Lay Director’s Message 
 

 
 It was good to see many smiling faces at 

our Gathering. I enjoyed being and worshipping 

with you. The Board is continuing to work hard at 
Community business. One item of business that we 

are working on is revising the Bylaws. The Board is 

currently reviewing these revisions and we hope to 

have copies of the revised Bylaws at the upcoming 
March Gathering for the Community to take and 

review. The Community will vote on these revised 

Bylaws at our April  Gathering. If you would like to 

have a copy mailed, faxed or emailed to you, please 
contact me. I will surely get them into your hands.  

 I do have a concern that I must share with 

you. In the past, we have had to cancel Walks due 

to not enough Pilgrim applications. With deep re-
gret, I am afraid that we are there again.  Currently, 

we do not have enough applications on file for the 

May Men’s Walk. After consultation with our local 

National rep, we have decided to set a date of 
March 15th for applications to be in the hands of 

our Registrar, Joan Naumann. The decision will be 

made that night whether we will have a Men’s 

Walk or not. So if you have men who you are wait-
ing to get an application from, please inform them 

of the deadline and make sure it is mailed in time or 

bring it to the Gathering that night. Personally, I 

know that I am a better man today because I shared 
a special weekend with God’s hand-picked team of 

men and my heavenly Father. 

 Our Community cannot survive without 

Walks. We are at a critical crossroad.  If we con-
tinue to cancel Walks, we will need to make some 

tough decisions in the near future.  We are in the 

fourth quarter, with seconds to play and no time 

outs. Please pray for our Community, the Board and 
most importantly, for the Pilgrims that are out there 

needing to take “The Walk”.  And from your heart 

to God’s ear, may He not only hear our 

prayers but answer in a mighty way.  
De Colores, Henry Van Gils 
 

March 15-          5:30 Pot Luck 
  6:30 Gathering  
 Bring someone from your Walk !!  
April 19-  5:00 Board Meeting 
  6:30 Gathering & Snack M-Z* 
May 17 at Abbey- Men’s Walk-  Times TBA 
June 21-  4:00 DDU 
  5:00 15th Anniversary  
       Celebration Dinner 
  6:30 Gathering 
July 19-  5:00 Board Meeting 
  6:30 Gathering & Snack A-L* 
August 16-  5:30 Pot Luck 
  6:30 Gathering 
September 20-  5:00 Board Meeting 
  6:30 Gathering & Snack M-Z* 
October 11 at Abbey – Women’s Walk–  
  Times TBA 
November 15-  4:30 DDU 
  5:30 Pot Luck 
  6:30 Gathering  
December 13-  To be determined 
* Snacks provided by last names beginning with 

A-L or M-Z 
All Meetings and Gatherings at: 

Mechanicsville United Methodist Church 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  Galatians 6:9 

The Way I See It 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, the way I see it, 

our community – your community is going to be 

extinct, nada, nonexistent, gone in a very short time.  

I just hope it doesn’t come as a surprise to anyone.  

Unfortunately, it would appear that it is very likely 

the Men’s walk, scheduled for May, is going to be 

canceled due to the lack of Pilgrim applications.  It is 

my hope no one will say that they didn’t see it com-

ing and that, had they known, perhaps they could 

have done thus and so. Do you feel that our commu-

nity has accomplished its purpose?  Perhaps it has, 

but as my good friend and brother Henry Van Gils 

put it, “there are so many people that need the Walk 

to Emmaus experience.”  Knowing that our commu-

nity may be in its last year, what are you going to do 
about it? 

 

In Christian love, 

Gene Mims 

When you come to the March Gathering,  

please bring a donation of canned  or non-

perishable food items to be donated to  

the VA Food Bank.  Thank you!! 

Suzy Verbeke, our Community historian, has a spe-

cial request. She needs the following items for the 

Walk History Book: 
 

Pictures: from Walks 14-22, 24-25 

Team Lists: from Walks 14, 16-18, 20-22 

Closing Programs: from Walks 1,3,7,8,11-20,22-26 
Exact dates of Walks: 3, 7, 8, 11-19, 24 

Lay Directors: 13-16, 18, 20-25, 27, 31,32 

Spiritual Directors: 14-16,18, 20-25, 31, 32 
 

If you remember or have any of the above info,  

you can call Suzy at 272-4618, 

email to sverbeke@verizon.net  

or mail to: 2520 Colton Drive, Richmond, VA 

23235 or bring to the next Gathering. If you label 

the pictures, she will make a copy and return yours 

to you or you could bring her a copy. 

Deadline for the May Walk - 
Menõs Pilgrim applications to be in by 
March 15th.  Please make sure to mail 
to the post office box in time or bring 

to the Gathering that night.  
See Lay Directorõs message. 


