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NOTES  & REMINDERS 

February ‘08 
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If you have questions or comments, please feel free 

to contact:  Henry Van Gils- 798-7802   

Or  Tom Verbeke at Taverbeke@verizon.net 

Remember Team and Pilgrim  
Applications are always available on our 

website- Www.emmaussonshine.org 

And at the Gatherings. 

Please send newsletter info to: Tammy Van Gils  
via Email: RememberCalvary@comcast.net  

(please note Emmaus in Memo)  
or Fax 804-798-6015 or by phone 798-7802 

By the first of the month 

What is the most important job in Emmaus? Sponsor-

ship!!  Sponsorship is the backbone of any community 
and something we need to always be in prayer about.  

Do you realize that good sponsorship is the first act of 
agape we do even before a Walk begins? Being a good 

sponsor undergirds the whole weekend to include 

prayer, personal letters, your presence at Candlelight 
and closing, and more prayer as your Pilgrim enters 

into their Fourth Day.  Good sponsorship is the founda-
tion for a healthy and active Emmaus Community– one 

that is fulfilling it’s greatest purpose– the continual 

development of Christian leaders.  The Spring Walk is 
upon us. Ask God if there is someone you know that is 

ready to grow spiritually by joining a Walk to Emmaus. 

Pray, be bold and with God’s guidance please take the 
next step  and sponsor. There is always someone else 

out there that you can share this awesome “gift of 
grace” with. You as the sponsor and your Pilgrim will 

surely be blessed. 
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A few Community needs… 

We need volunteers to help with Childcare at 

Gatherings. Could you help once or twice a year? 

We need some folks to help plan our 15th Anni-

versary Celebration in June. 

If you would be willing to help out, please call 

Henry Van Gils at 798-7802. 



Calendar Lay Director’s Message 
 

 
 Though it was cold and snowing outside, 

the warmth and love radiated inside. What a won-

derful Gathering we had! I must tell you that the 
weather had me worried about our attendance. I did 

not count but I am sure there were about 50 folks in 

attendance and the sweetest Spirit. Thanks to the 

hard work by many and God’s goodness, the night 
was a great success—the food, the fellowship, the 

music and the messages. There are many more 

Gatherings to come and we hope to see your smil-

ing face at most of them.  
 Now we look forward to the rest of 2008. 

There is much still to be done. First of all, I would 

ask that you include our community and it’s leader-

ship in your daily prayers. Second, I would ask you 
to prayerfully consider how you can fit into a more 

active role in the life of Sonshine. Third, is to pray 

that God will lead you to someone who needs to 

walk just as we did. For those of you who don’t 
know me, fishing is one of my passions. Sometimes 

I will tell my wife that I need to go fishing. Not a 

want but a need. I bet there  is someone that you 

know that God wants to be a Pilgrim. So it is time 
for you to go fishing. Are we not all fishers of men? 

Ask God to help you become a successful fisher of 

men.  

 The Team Selection committee will begin 
their work soon. Please prayerfully consider your 

role in the upcoming Men’s and Women’s walks. 

There is, of course, the need for people to team, but 

also the need for a lot of behind the scene folks who 
will help set up chapels, Candlelight, kitchen prep, 

runners, and so on. Even if you have only a part of 

a day that you could donate to help, please contact 

me and I will hook you up with the proper people.  
 Let’s make this, our 15th year a true gift 

to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Know that I am praying 

for you. 

De Colores, Henry Van Gils 
P. S. Please bring non-perishable 
food to donate to the Central VA 

Food Bank, if you can. 

February 16 -    5:00 Board Meeting 
     6:30 Gathering & Snack A-L* 
 Wear your favorite red or pink!! 
March 15-          5:30 Pot Luck 
  6:30 Gathering  
 Bring someone from your Walk !!   
April 19-  5:00 Board Meeting 
  6:30 Gathering & Snack M-Z* 
May 17 at Abbey- Men’s Walk-  Times TBA 
June 21-  4:00 DDU 
  5:00 15th Anniversary  
       Celebration Dinner 
  6:30 Gathering 
July 19-  5:00 Board Meeting 
  6:30 Gathering & Snack A-L* 
August 16-  5:30 Pot Luck 
  6:30 Gathering 
September 20-  5:00 Board Meeting 
  6:30 Gathering & Snack M-Z* 
October 11 at Abbey – Women’s Walk–  
  Times TBA 
November 15-  4:30 DDU 
  5:30 Pot Luck 
  6:30 Gathering  
December 13-  To be determined 
* Snacks provided by last names beginning with 

A-L or M-Z 
All Meetings and Gatherings at: 

Mechanicsville United Methodist Church 

Then Jesus said to Simon, òDonõt be afraid: from now on you will catch menó.  So they pulled their boats on shore, left everything and followed Him. Luke 5:10b -11 

Do you play an instrument                 
or are you blessed with a spe-

cial musical ability that you 
would like to share? Would you 
be interested in leading music 

at a Gathering this year?  
 Please contact  

 Betty Jo Sims at 737 -4322.  

We would be blessed if you would share 
with us!  

Board Positions 
Comm. Spiritual Director Bruce Lake 

Asst Spiritual Directors     Bobby Gibson / 
    Russell Williams 

Past Lay Director  Connie Beekman 

Community Lay Director Henry Van Gils 

Asst Comm. Lay Director Tom Verbeke 
Secretary   Jeff Marsh / Morgan Harrell 

Treasurer   Paige Allen 

 

Community Positions 
Community Website John Wermuth 

Fourth Day Speakers ________________ 

Gathering Support  Paul Ogburn 
Historian   Suzy Verbeke 

Music Director  Betty Jo Sims 

Newsletter- Paper & Email Tammy Van Gils 

Nominating Chair  Melinda Davis 
Outside Community Agape Dwayne Brankley 

Registrar   Joan Naumann 

Reunion Groups  Brenda Atkins 

 

Walk Related Positions 
DDU Chair  Polly Rowan 

Facility Coord.-Abbey Dina Giese 

Fourth Day Packets Donna Ring 

General Agape  Donna Touchette 

Lay Director- Men Tommy Davis 

          Women Suzy Verbeke 

Placemats      Sharon Perkins / Susan McCray 

Prayer Wheel  Paige Allen 

Team Selection       Chip Beekman / Maryclay Smith 

Walk Background Coord. Kay Mims /  

        Tom Verbeke / Morgan Harrell 

Walk Supplies  Gene Mims 

 

Treasurerôs Report  JanðDec 2007 
Beginning  Balance-   $1,002.19 
Income-   $7,609.39 
Expenses-   $8,291.15 
Balance-   $   320.43 


